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Brown Loop: 1.8 Miles
Mostly �at trail with some small rolling hills; 
two moderate uphill climbs, one fast down-
hill and a little rocky ending.

Hike counter clockwise.

Welcome to John Muir
Home of the Annual Fall Color Festival
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White Loop: 3.2 miles
Some rocky trail sections; one long down-
hill, one fast steep downhill and one 
moderate uphill before reconnecting with 
the brown loop.

Hike counter clockwise.

Welcome to John Muir
Home of the Annual Fall Color Festival
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Orange Loop: 4.1 miles
The �rst half of the trail follows the white 
loop. It includes a hard, long uphill before 
connecting with the brown loop.

Hike counter clockwise.

Welcome to John Muir
Home of the Annual Fall Color Festival
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Green Loop: 7.9 miles
Moderate trail with very rocky and sandy
trail sections; many hard uphills and 
downhills, with many fast sections.
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Hike counter clockwise.

Welcome to John Muir
Home of the Annual Fall Color Festival
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Blue Loop: 11.8 miles
Very rocky sections, many hard uphills and 
several fast downhills combined with its 
length, makes this loop very di�cult.

1050’

900’

Hike counter clockwise.

Welcome to John Muir
Home of the Annual Fall Color Festival
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MR13•Rainy Dew Bypass (purple): 5.2 miles 
Moderate trail with a hard rocky uphills 
and downhill before connecting with the 
Blue and Green Loops.
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Hike counter clockwise.
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Trail Difficulty Rating System

Easiest Easy More Difficult Very Difficult Extremely Difficult

John Muir Trails 
Southern Kettle Moraine

Beginner Loop Brown Loop White, Orange, 
Purple Loops

Green & Blue Loops 
Connector

Trail Surface Hardened or 
surfaced

Firm and Stable Mostly Stable 
with some 
varibility

Widely Variable Wilderly variable 
and unpredictable

Trail Width 72 inches (6 feet) 36 inches (3 feet) 24 inches (2 feet) 12 inches (1 foot) 6 inches

Average Trail Grade Less than 5% 
Max 10%

Less than 5% 
Max 15%

10% or less 
Max 15%+

15% or less 
Max 15%+

20% or less 
Max 15%+

Roots / Rocks

(Unavoidable)

None Unavoidable 
Obstacles 2” tall 
or less

Unavoidable 
Obstacles 8” tall 
or less

Unavoidable 
Obstacles 12” tall 
or less

Unavoidable 
Obstacles 15” tall 
or less

Natural Obstacles and 
Technical Trail Features 
(TTF)

None Unavoidable 
obstacles 2” tall 
or less

Avoiable 
obstacles my be 
present

Unavoidable 
bridges 36 “ or 
wide

Unavoidable 
obstacles 8” tall 
or less

Avoiable 
obstacles my be 
present

Unavoidable 
bridges 24 “ or 
wide

TTF’s 2” high or 
less, width of deck 
is greater than 
1/2height

Unavoidable 
obstacles 15” tall 
or less

Avoiable obstacles 
my be present

May include loose 
rocks

Unavoidable 
bridges 24 “ or 
wider

TTF’s 2” high or 
less, width of deck 
is greater than 
1/2height

Short sections may 
exceed criteria

Unavoidable 
obstacles 15” tall or 
greater

Avoiable obstacles 
my be present

May include loose 
rocks

Unavoidable 
bridges 24 “ or 
narrower

TTF’s 2” high or less, 
width of deck is 
unpredictable

Many sections may 
exceed criteria


